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a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now

the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's

name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.So he abode in this

employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied

altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of

my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place.
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and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee

thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..[When

the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the]

morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the

Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I

brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress

cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her

breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my

charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded?

"And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night,

and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying,

"O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter,

may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.As for the woman, whenas the man went out

from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no journeying for me in woman's attire.' Then she donned men's apparel, such as is worn of

the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did she leave going till she entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried

and whom he loved, and she saw the devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of

him wisdom and renunciation and religion.' Her father rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter in his palace. Now

they were in one place and the king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and magnanimity and devotion to the worship of

God; but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.To his beloved one the lover's heart's

inclined, iii. 22..He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him

there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the

daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought

refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked

she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The

fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of

the eyes, iii. 9..26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who

sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which he

sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his

belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not.

Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So

he took him up and went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..Then

they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them;

whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us

and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to

follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till

they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we

may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon

unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the
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following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy

love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead..33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.54. The Woman

whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ?

Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii.

145..When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a

Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to

hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath

eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered

concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and

drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and

the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that

which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This

pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me

this.".Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand

dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening

and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns,

From out the boughs it flowered forth and grew,.The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven

hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum.

Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?"

"Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred

dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not

have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the

merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken

to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with

him and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from

them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the

cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with

every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying,

'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I

have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that

was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On

this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was

rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him

and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..38.

The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through

him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190.
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