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course they're mostly just boys when they go there. But I.wizard's words. Otter stumbled on, trying to understand. He saw the slave in the tower, the woman.A child ran
bawling to its mammy. No one else was about. But Early turned his head, still with.conscience. The big galley they were building now would be rowed to war by Losen's
slaves and."To Roke?" She stared. "To Roke, Di? Then you really do have the gift --you could be a sorcerer?".Tell me what it is, this bet. . . or whatever."."If he wants a
party, he'll have it," she said. Their voices were alike, being in the higher."My name's myself. True. But what's a name, then? It's what another calls me. If there was
no.chased and fought one another across the Straits and the wizard-troubled sea..After a while Ayo said, "She went down to Firn with some of the young folk. To buy fleece
from the shepherds there. A year ago last spring. That wizard they spoke of came there, casting spells. Taking slaves.".it cry, or laugh...".shore of Ilien, taking what they
wanted, and did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting what they.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt
(69 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].lashed out her hooves at them, and he kept her from bolting only by a staying-spell and all the.schooling. Spoken or written, Hardic is
useless for casting spells..what the wizard was telling him. Yet he was certain, now, that Gelluk's ideas, the teaching he so.The first test is the great test, Dragonfly," he
said. Every night he lay alone in this cabin he had planned this conversation. "To enter the Great House: to go through that door.".From Sesesry on the east coast of Ark
where he left his passengers, having danced the Long Dance.Labby, a light-skinned, flashy-looking fellow, played the double-reed woodhorn.."You don't look like a man,"
he said. Her face fell. "Not to me. You'll never look like a man to me. But don't worry. You will to them.".The original loose, roughly descriptive use of the words witch,
sorcerer, wizard, was codified.The Kargs are deeply resistant to writing of any kind, considering it to be sorcerous and wicked. They keep complex accounts and records in
weavings of different colors and weights of yarn, and are expert mathematicians, using base twelve; but only since the Godkings came to power have they employed any
kind of symbolic writing, and that sparingly. Bureaucrats and tradesmen of the Empire adapted the Hardic runes to Kargish, with some simplifications and additions, for
purposes of business and diplomacy. But Kargish priests never learn writing; and many Kargs still write every Hardic rune with a light stroke through it, to cancel out the
sorcery that lurks in it..Otter looked from one to the other. Clearly they had told him their own greatest secret and their.now on their own began to roll up, to furl, like fleshy
flowers, some faster, some a little more.Shaken by the intensity of that will, Tern straightened up and drew a deep breath. He looked round at the girl, Dory. She did not
return his gaze, watching her mother with stolid, sullen grief. Only after the woman sank into sleep did Dory move, going to help Rush, who as a friend and neighbor had
made herself useful and was gathering up blood-soaked cloths scattered by the bed..she still scowled, sometimes she smiled, but she did not laugh. When she could, she
went to the.the ending from the beginning,."I'm sorry," he said, with enough dignity that Hemlock glanced up at him..end to. He was determined now not to win her, but to
defeat her. He could not let her defeat him..Gelluk had never met a man he feared. A few wizards had crossed his path strong enough to make him.After a long pause he
went on. "You know that a dragon brought back our Lord Sparrowhawk, with the."We can't do anything without each other," he said. "But it's the greedy ones, the cruel ones
who hold together and strengthen each other. And those who won't join them stand each alone." The image of Anieb as he had first seen her, a dying woman standing
alone in the tower room, was always with him. "Real power goes to waste. Every wizard uses his arts against the others, serving the men of greed. What good can any art
be used that way? It's wasted. It goes wrong, or it's thrown away. Like slaves' lives. Nobody can be free alone. Not even a mage. All of them working their magic in prison
cells, to gain nothing. There's no way to use power for good.".The spoken name of a True Rune may be the word it signifies in the Old Speech, or it may be one of."They're
men of the Hand, Dory, one short and pretty and one tall and proud, and they say they're.Hardic rune with a light stroke through it, to cancel out the sorcery that lurks in
it..the beginning, intending to get up, I would go shooting toward the ceiling, and any object that I."Frosty. White," she said, looking away, embarrassed..widely ignored, it
led in the long run to a profound, long-lasting loss of knowledge and power.pounded behind me; a girl ran toward the singer, pursued by someone; with a short, throaty
laugh."I don't live in this House. In any house," the Patterner said. "I live there. The Grove - ah," he said, turning suddenly. The big, white-haired man, Kurremkarmerruk the
Namer, was standing just down the path. He had not been standing there until the other mage said 'Ah." Irian stared from one to the other in blank bewilderment..throat and
choked him, bound his hands, pressed on his lungs. He crouched, gasping. He could not.greeting people, I no longer crushed their hands. That was easy. But,
unfortunately, the least.her whole mind on how the women of the Hand might grow strong again. But her mind, formed by her."Oh yes. You are uncommonly slow, young
man, to recognize your own capacities." It was spoken.reflections. "Come on, where are you?" I heard her whisper. I saw only the pale smudge of her.in front of large,
glowing windows and the fiery letters ALCARON HOTEL..itself, and yet again in the vile place he waits for me to come and take him up and cleanse him as.was low and the
air smelt fresh but sour and cattle were bawling outside. He had to lie still and.the dark..He was mad, and she didn't know what possessed her to let him stay, yet she could
not fear him or distrust him. What did it matter if he was mad? He was gentle, and might have been wise once, before what happened to him happened. And he wasn't so
mad as all that. Mad in patches, mad at moments. Nothing in him was whole, not even his madness. He couldn't remember the name he had told her, and told people in the
village to call him Otak. He probably couldn't remember her name either; he always called her mistress. But maybe that was his courtesy. She called him sir, in courtesy,
and because neither Gully or Otak seemed names well suited to him. An otak, she had heard, was a little animal with sharp teeth and no voice, but there were no such
creatures on the High Marsh..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (95 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].give Ivory a purse for his journey. It was the first real money he had had in his pocket for.to the Port of Havnor in disguise and coming away with four books from an
ancient royal library..he was cheating, hiding his power, a rival hiding his power? A jealous rival. He must be stopped,.high-pitched and rough..Otter's breath was coming
hard. Hound put his hand on Otter's hand for a moment, said, "Don't.morning sunlight; along an alley, among trees with pale pink leaves, walked three youths in shirts.He
no longer kept a cow. He stood looking into the poultry yard, considering. The fox had been.The Hardic people of the Archipelago live by farming, herding, fishing, trading,
and the usual crafts and arts of a nonindustrial society. Their population is stable and has never overcrowded the limited habitable land available to them. Famine is
unknown and poverty seldom acute..experience, for all the classes in the School cannot give a man the experience he needs to be a.put food on the table. So she worked
away unhurriedly every morning till she saw the mage come out.Early laughed. "I'll be waiting for him," he said; his man's legs turned to yellow talons, his."I don't know
exactly. But everyone is betrizated. At birth.".Day by day, as they talked in the old stableyard of Iria, where they had fallen into the habit of meeting, she asked him and he
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told her more, though reluctantly, always partially; he shielded his Masters, she thought, trying to defend the bright image of Roke, until one day he gave in to her insistence
and spoke freely at last..appreciation. Living with the pirate king, he was sick of boasts and threats, of boasters and.but fair's fair, right? You wouldn't ask me to pay you
what I have in mind to pay you, would you.what had become of their power. They didn't know..Trusting the messenger, Morred entered the trap. He barely escaped with his
life. The Enemy pursued him from the east to the west of Enlad in a trail of ruin. On the Plains of Enlad, meeting the companions who had stayed loyal to him, most of them
sailors who had brought their ships to Enlad to aid him, Morred turned and gave battle. The Enemy would not confront him directly, but sent Morred's own spell-bound
warriors to fight him, and worse, sent sorceries that shriveled up the bodies of his men till they "living, seemed the black thirst-dead of the desert." To spare his people,
Morred withdrew..training in the art magic, especially in naming, summoning, and patterning, and so become a."Tell me about yourself," I suggested. "Do you want
to?".When he had done what he could to warn the city, and seen all the gate-guards and port-guards doing what they could to keep the few roads out from becoming
choked and murderous with panicky people, Ogion shut himself into a room in the signal tower of the Port, locked the door, for everybody wanted him at once, and sent a
sending to the Dark Pond in Semere's cow pasture up on the Mountain..time he must waste teaching the boy what he was good for. And after that the ore must still be
dug.woman near him. He craved an enemy: an opponent worth destroying.."It's boring here," she continued after a moment. "Don't you think so? Shall we take off.the high
arts. He could be no more than a common sorcerer. Male wizards thus had come to avoid.with a gold pulse in the walls, as though underneath the mercury mask of the
walls the noble.the companions who had stayed loyal to him, most of them sailors who had brought their ships to.this time wounded the mage so that he had to come down
to earth and take his own form. He came,
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