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killed all of them, just to be safe, but a multitude of dead Bartholomews, even spread over several jurisdictions, would sooner or later attract too much police attention..the
sentences. The substance of what she said and the tone in which she said it were so perfect that it almost seemed as though an angel had relieved her of this burden by
possessing her long enough to help her son understand what must happen and why..He was wrong about this. On the final Friday of every month, in sunshine and in rain,
Junior routinely took a walking tour of the six galleries that were his very favorites, browsing leisurely in each and chatting up the galerieurs, with a one-o'clock break for
lunch at the St. Francis Hotel. This was a tradition with him, and invariably at the end of each such day, he felt wonderfully cozy..Junior was flattered, he really was. Women
couldn't get enough of him. The story of his life. They never let go gracefully. He was wanted, needed, adored, worshiped. Women kept calling after they should have taken
the hint and gone away, insisted on sending him notes and gifts even after he told them it was over. Junior wasn't surprised that women would return from the dead for him,
nor was he surprised that women he'd killed would try to find a route back to him from Beyond, without malice, without vengeance in their hearts, merely yearning to be with
him again, to hold him and to fulfill his needs. As gratified as he was by this tribute to his desirability, he simply didn't have any romantic feelings left for Naomi and
Seraphim. They were the past, and he loathed the past, and if they wouldn't let him alone, he would never be able to live in the future.."Less than a year and a half ago,
Hurricane Flora--she killed over six thousand in the Caribbean.".Agnes had read the last half of Red Planet to Barty just the previous night, but he brought the book with
him, to read it again.."This will stay with you," Mary said. "It's shared sight from all the other yous in all the other places, but you won't have to make any effort to hold on to
it. No headaches. No problems ever. Merry Christmas, Daddy.".Sliding Victoria's chair away from the table, he turned her to face him. He adjusted her body so that her
head was tipped back and her arms were hanging slack at her sides..For forty-eight hours, he pumped himself full of prescription antihistamines, immersed himself in
bathtubs brimming with numbingly cold water, and lathered himself with soothing lotions. In misery, gripped by self-pity, he dared not think about the 9-mm pistol that he had
stolen from Frieda Bliss..An exceptionally attractive woman, alone at the bar, stirred his desire. Glossy black hair: the tresses of night itself, shorn from the sky.Even on
good days, when he wasn't hassled by the spirits of dead cops and wasn't prepping himself to commit murder, Junior sometimes grew uncomfortable in these bustling
crowds. This afternoon, he felt especially claustrophobic as he shouldered through the throng-and admittedly paranoid, too..With Barty's presence, Christmas Eve dinners
had become even more agreeable, especially this year when he was almost-three-going-on-twenty. He talked about the visits to friends that he and his mother and Edom
had made earlier in the day, about Father Brown, as if that cleric-detective were real, about the puddle-jumping toads that had been singing in the backyard when he and
his mother had arrived home from the cemetery, and his chatter was engaging because it was full of a child's charm yet peppered with enough precocious observations to
make it of interest to adults..I. In the Dark Time.This morning, only his love for his sister, Agnes, gave him the courage to drive and to become the pie man..She heard the
door, and when she opened her eyes, the bay had already slid out of the car, into the downpour again. She called him back, but he kept going..Reflections of those tracks
appeared as stigmatic tears on the long face of the physician..Not that she ever gave any indication that her brothers were other than a source of pride for her. She treated
them always with respect, tenderness, and love-as if unaware of their shortcomings..St. Mary's social workers did not arrive with dawn, so Celestina was given the privacy
of one of their offices, where the wet face of the morning pressed blurrily at the windows, and where she phoned her parents with the terrible news. From here, too, she
arranged with a mortician to collect Phimie's body from the cold-storage locker in the hospital morgue, embalm it, and have it flown home to Oregon..He wondered if the
hawk had descended in a constricting gyre, justice coming down, but he could not lift his head to see..Gradually, Agnes realized that this was not a prayer for the soul of a
deceased infant but for the survival of one still alive..As she tucked the bedclothes around him again, she said, "Barty, I don't think you should let anyone else see how you
can walk in the rain without getting wet. Not Edom and Jacob. Not anyone at all. And anything else special that you discover you can do ... we should keep it a secret
between you and me.".As he edged closer, to better hear the conversation, he became aware of someone staring at him. He looked up into anthracite eyes, into a gaze as
sharp as that of any bird, set in the lean face of a thirty something man thinner than a winter-starved crow..In his smooth whiteness, Junior felt a pressure on his eyes, and
then came visual hallucinations, disturbing his deep inner peace. He felt someone peel up his eyelids, and Bob Chicane's worried face-with the sharp features of a fox, curly
black hair, and a walrus mustache-was inches from his..After Agnes read the final words on the final page, Barty was drunk on speculation, chattering about
what-might-have-happened-next to these characters that had become his friends. He talked nonstop while changing into his pajamas, while peeing, while brushing his
teeth, and Agnes wondered how she would wind him down to sleep..As Barty ascended higher, Agnes's fear became purer, but at the same time, she was filled with a
wonderful, irrational exhilaration. That this could be accomplished, that the darkness could be overcome, struck music from the harpstrings of the soul. From time to time,
the boy paused, perhaps to rest or to mull over the three-dimensional map in his incredible mind, and every time that he started upward again, he put his hands in exactly
the right place, whereupon Agnes would speak a silent inner yes! Her heart was with Barty high in the tree, her heart in his, as he had been with her, safe inside her womb,
on the rainy twilight that she had ridden the spinning, tumbling car to widowhood..Thanks to his intelligence and his personality, Barty's presence was so great for his age
that Agnes tended to think of him as being physically larger and stronger than he actually was. As the scent of grass grew more complex and even more appealing, she saw
her son more clearly than she'd seen him in a while: quite small, fatherless yet brave, burdened with a gift that was a blessing but that also made a normal boyhood
impossible, forced to grow up at a up faster pace than any child should be required to endure. Barty was achingly delicate, so vulnerable that when Agnes looked at him,
she felt a little of the awful sense of helplessness that burdened Edom and Jacob.."Making too many wrong choices," Grace White said, "produces too many branches-a
gnarled, twisted, ugly growth."."You should call San Francisco police, have them put your place under surveillance and nail him if he turns up.".Startled, Celestina said,
"Good grief, you're spooky. How could you know what I'm thinking?".But with the silencer attached, the pistol was useful only for close-up work. After passing through a
sound-suppressor, the bullet would exit the muzzle at a lower than usual velocity, perhaps with an added wobble, and accuracy would drop drastically at a distance..Barty
had awakened able to read. On the page, lines of type no longer twisted under his gaze.."Oh, sure, I know," Mary said. "But when it's a bad place, you feel it before you go
in. So you just go around to the next place that isn't bad. No big deal.".When he closed his eyes, he saw a bowling pin, a leftover image from his with-seed days. In less
than a minute, he was able to make the pin dematerialize, filling his mind with featureless, soundless, soothing, white nothingness..Tom proceeded, "is that an infinite
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number of realities exist, other worlds parallel to ours, which we can't see. For example ... worlds in which, because of the specific decisions and actions of certain people
on both sides, Germany won the last great war. And other worlds in which the Union lost the Civil War. And worlds in which a nuclear war has already been fought between
the U.S. and Soviets.".Edom's twin, Jacob, who had never held a job, lived in the second apartment. He'd been there since graduating from high school..Maybe his pursuit
of the matter sprang from mere curiosity, the desire to discover what a child of his might look like; however, if something else lay behind his interest, the motivation would
not be benign. Whatever Cain's intentions, he would prove to be at least an annoyance to Celestina and the little girl-and possibly a danger..Instead of engaging in the
confrontation for which he had been pressing ever since his first visit, Vanadium surprised Junior by breaking eye contact, turning from the bed, and crossing the room to
the door..Angel pointed to a Mercedes parked about forty feet behind the Buick, just as its headlights went off..Agnes was able to respond, Paul sprang up and moved
away. Other friends knelt and crouched and bent to her, and she lost sight of the pharmacist as he moved off through the dispersing crowd..holding hands as they watched
John Wayne in The Searchers, David Niven in Around the World in 80 Days. They were so young then, sure they would live forever, and they were still young now, but for
one of them, forever had arrived..One, two, three, four-Edom took away all the remaining pies. He pointed at Barty and then at the empty table..Trying to ignore his phantom
toe, which itched furiously, he searched the apartment. He proceeded carefully, determined not to shoot himself in the foot accidentally this time.."All right, the scary one." "I
SOMETIMES EVEN EAT SPIDERS WITH MY CAVIAR." "Now who's being gross?" The morning that it happened, Edom woke early from a nightmare about the
roses..Junior closed his eyes at once and let his jaw sag, breathing through his mouth, feigning sleep..Angel returned to the table for apple juice and to announce, "They got
a cookie-jar Jesus!"."Nick," he suggested, as though any reason existed for her to be on a first-name basis with the man who killed her husband. "I wasn't drinking. ".Sparky
Vox-with less training in theology and philosophy than his guest, but with a spiritual insight that any overeducated Jesuit would have to admire, even if grudgingly-had
settled Vanadium's uneasy conscience. "The problem with movies and books is they make evil look glamorous, exciting, when it's no such thing. It's boring and it's
depressing and it's stupid. Criminals are all after cheap thrills and easy money, and when they get them, all they want is more of the same, over and over. They're shallow,
empty, boring people who couldn't give you five minutes of interesting conversation if you had the piss-poor luck to be at a party full of them. Maybe some can be
monkey-clever some of the time, but they aren't hardly ever smart. God must surely want us to laugh at these fools, because if we don't laugh at 'em, then one way or
another, we give 'em respect. If you don't mock a bastard like Cain, if you fear him too much or even if you just look at him in an all-solemn sort of way, then you're paying
him more respect than I ever intend to. Another glass of wine?".the floor, on a silk-covered pillow filled with goose down. With a sigh " he assumed the lotus position: spine
straight, legs crossed, hands at rest with the palms up..Most likely, Reverend White's ramblings were as greasy with sentiment and oily with irrational optimism as were his
daughter's paintings, so Junior was in no hurry to learn the name of the radio program or to write for a transcript of the sermon..On Christmas Eve, 1996, the family
gathered in the middle of the three houses for dinner. The living-room furniture had been moved aside to the walls, and three tables had been set end to end, the length of
the room, to accommodate everyone..the grass, silent because he is barely conscious, too badly beaten to protest or to plead for mercy, but also.Rubbermaid container
from his own pantry. Junior would never again use it to store leftover soup..Copyright (c) 2001 by Ursula K. Le Guin All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without
permission in writing from the publisher..All he cared about was Red Planet, and what might happen after page 103. He had carried the book with him to the doctor's office,
and on the way home in the car; he repeatedly opened it, squinting at the lines of type, trying to read around or through the "twisty" spots. "Jim and Frank and Willis, they're
in deep trouble.".As a homicide detective, Vanadium had a career-spanning ninety eight percent closure-and-conviction record on the cases he handled. Once convinced he
had found the guilty party, he didn't rely solely on solid police work. He augmented the usual investigative procedures and techniques with his own brand of psychological
warfare-sometimes subtle, sometimes not-which frequently encouraged the perpetrator to make mistakes that convicted him..WHEN AT LAST Paul Damascus reached the
parsonage late Friday afternoon, January 12, he arrived on foot, as he arrived everywhere these days.."Go home. Sleep," he said. "You'll be no help to your sister if you
wind up a patient here yourself.".She leaned forward in her seat, and toward him, so he could see her more directly, and when she put one trembling hand against his
cheek, his head dropped forward on neck muscles as limp as rags, his chin.Not a door opened in the narrow street. Nobody looked out to see what the noise was. Not till
long after the men were gone did some neighbors creep out to comfort Otter's people as best they could. "Oh, it's a curse, a curse, this wizardry!" they said..As yet, he
hadn't taken either an antiemetic or antihistamine to ward off vomiting and hives, because he wanted to medicate -against those conditions as shortly before the violence as
was practical, to ensure maximum protection. He'd intended to dose himself only after he followed Celestina home from the gallery and could be reasonably certain that he
had located the lair of Bartholomew..As though the fog were a paralytic gas, Junior stood unmoving in the middle of the sidewalk. He really didn't want to climb into that
Dumpster..He didn't wonder about his sanity, either, as a less self-improved man might have done. No madman strives to enhance his vocabulary or to deepen his
appreciation for culture..Agnes dropped to one knee before the boy and held him gently by the shoulders. "Let me look.".If Junior had realized that they were driving only a
block and a half, he wouldn't have followed them in the Mercedes. He would have gone the rest of the way on foot. When he pulled to the curb again, a few car lengths
behind the Buick, he wondered if he had been spotted..His mother tried to explain. "It's as if you'd found some great jewel," she said, "and what's one of us to do with a
diamond but hide it? Anybody rich enough to buy it from you is strong enough to kill you for it. Keep it hid. And keep away from great people and their crafty men!"."Money's
no object. I can afford whatever you'd like to charge. And I'd be a diligent student."."Hasn't the sheriff's department already reached a determination of accidental death?"
Parkhurst asked. "They're good men, good cops, every last one of them," said Vanadiuin, "and if they've got more pity in them than I do, that's a virtue, not a shortcoming.
What could Mr. Cain have taken to make himself vomit?".Minutes later, once more in a corridor conference with Dr. Daines, she was forced to temper her new optimism...To
the open casement window, into the men's room. Still seething with rage. Angrily cranking shut the twin panes while lazy tongues of fog licked through the narrowing
gap..Rescuers appeared with hydraulic pry bars and metal cutting saws. Civilians were shepherded back to the sidewalks..AFTER SPENDING Wednesday as a tourist,
Junior began to look for a suitable apartment on Thursday. In spite of his new wealth, he did not intend to pay hotel-room rates for an extended period..As they moved
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around the base of the oak from one vantage point to another, people stopped by to reassure Agnes, although never with a word, as though to speak would be to jinx the
climb. Maria placed a hand on her arm, squeezed gently. Celestina briefly massaged the nape of her neck. Edom gave her a quick hug. Grace slipped an arm around her
waist for a moment. Wally with a smile and a thumbs-up sign. Tom Vanadium, thumb and forefinger in a confident OK. Lookin' good. Hang in there. Signs and gestures,
maybe because they didn't want her to hear the quivers and catches in their voices..Permissions Department, Harcourt, Inc., 6277 Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, Florida
32887-6777. www.harcourt.com "Darkrose and Diamond" first appeared in The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction..Celestina checked her wristwatch and saw that
she was running late. With Angel's short legs and layers of red, there was no point in trying to hurry..Darker than water, another stain spread across the lap and down the
legs of the pants. It was the color of port wine when filtered through the gray fabric of the jogging suit, but even in her semi-delirious state, she knew that she was not the
vessel for a miracle birth, was not bringing forth a baby in a flush of wine, but in a gush of blood..The front door was unlocked. This was no longer one house; it had been
converted to an apartment building..Pecan cakes, cinnamon custard pies boxed in insulated coolers, gifts wrapped with bright paper and glittery ribbons. Agnes Lampion
made deliveries to those friends who were on her list of the needful, but also to friends who were blessed with plenty. The sight of each beloved face, each embrace, each
kiss, each smile, each cheerfully spoken "Merry Christmas" at every stop fortified her heart for the sad task awaiting her when all gifts were given..The end of his quest was
near, so near, the right Bartholomew almost within 'mullet range. He was furious with Neddy Gnathic for possibly screwing this up..Startled, Nolly checked his shirt pocket
and withdrew a quarter. "It's not the same one.".The telephone was operative, and Vanadium dialed the number of the building superintendent, Sparky Vox. Sparky had an
apartment in the basement, on the upper of two subterranean floors, adjacent to the garage entrance..Then he looked up at the massive limbs overhead, and the mood
changed: A sense of impending insight at once gave way to the fear that an unsuspected fissure in a huge limb might crack through at this precise moment, crushing him
under a ton of wood, or that the Big One, striking now, would topple the entire oak..You scrawl names on the walls with your own blood, play Psycho with a Sheetrock
stand-in for Janet Leigh-and then fly off to Reno for a weekend of blackjack, stage shows, and all-you-can-eat buffets. Not likely..Because of her occasional bad dreams,
Angel chose to sleep now and then in her mother's bed instead of in her own room, and this was one of those nights..In the kitchen, Barty sat at the table, and Paul's heart
pinched at the sight of the boy in padded eyepatches..If the nun and the nurse could know the loathing that Celestina had felt earlier, they would never allow her here in the
creche, never trust her with this newborn.."Crafty men need to stick together," he said. "Men who have no art at all, nothing but wealth-they pit us one against the other, for
their gain not ours. We sell em our power. Why do we? If we went our own way together, we'd do better, maybe.".With a nimbleness and an alacrity that a lemur would have
admired, the girl ascended to the first crotch.."One of the four legs of the tower is dangerously fractured where it's seated into the underlying foundation
caisson-".Thereafter, Junior managed to drive four miles before he was forced to pull off the road at another service station, after which he felt that his ordeal might be over.
But less than ten minutes later, he settled for more rustic facilities in a clump of bushes alongside the highway, where his cries of anguish frightened small animals into
squeaking flight..Caution discarded, Junior went inside, for the same reason that a dedicated opera aesthete might once a decade attend a country-music concert: to
confirm the superiority of his taste and to be amused by what passed for music among the great unwashed. Some might call it slumming..In spite of the bravado of the
responses in Junior's unspoken half of the conversation, he was increasingly unnerved by Vanadium. The cop was a lunatic, all right, but he was something more than a
mere nut case..One apartment to the right, one to the left. Junior went to the right, to Apartment 1, where he'd seen the lights come on behind the curtained windows.
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