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of a god and a face so unfortunate that it argued convincingly against the existence of a benign deity.."I'm really not sad, Mom. I'm not. I don't like it this way, being blind. It's

... hard." His small voice, musical as are the voices of most children, touching in its innocence, spun a fragile thread of melody in the dark, and seemed too sweet to be

speaking of these bitter things. "Real hard. But being sad won't help. Being sad won't make me see again.".If he was left standing on the porch, the visitor would circle the

house, peering in windows where the drapes were not drawn, trying the doors in hope of finding one unlocked. Fearful that Victoria was sick or injured, that perhaps she

had slipped on a pat of butter and cracked her Mad against the comer of an open oven door, he might try to force his way inside, break a window. Certainly he would go to

the neighbors to call the police..Junior leaned forward and slid the packet of cash across the desk, toward the detective. "There's more where this came from.".He had

recently learned about the demigods of classic mythology in one of the selections from the Book-of-the-Month Club..Worse, to make credible his anguish and to avoid

suspicion, he would have to play the devastated widower for at least another couple weeks, perhaps for as long as a month. As a dedicated follower of the self-improvement

advice of Dr. Caesar Zedd, Junior was impatient with those who were ruled by sentimentality and by the expectations of society, and now he was required to pretend to be

one of them-and for an interminable period of time..As Wally followed them inside, Celestina grinned at him. "From the car to the living room, all as neat as a well-practiced

ballet. We've got a big headstart on this married thing.".No one could put him in prison because of his dreams. "I can't remember. Those are the worst, when you're not able

to remember them-don't you think? They're always so silly when you can recall the details. When you draw a blank ... they seem more threatening.".Angel followed him at

two steps, and when she stood beside his chair, watching him open the soft drink, Barty said, "Why were you following me?"."All right. Well ... Jesuits are encouraged to

pursue education in any subject that interests them, not theology alone. I was deeply interested in physics.".He had never expressed opposition to starting a family. She'd

had no reason to fear telling him that she was carrying their child..Bartholomew might be a teenager living with his parents or a dependent adult residing with family; if so,

he wouldn't be revealed in this search, because the phone would not be listed in his name. Or maybe the guy loathed his first name and never used it except in legal

matters, going by his middle name, instead..Junior could only imagine how flattered Victoria would be to receive the attentions of a twenty-three-year-old stud, flattered and

grateful. When he contemplated all the ways she could express that gratitude, there was barely enough room behind the wheel of the Suburban for him and his

manhood..She shivered, and Edom, thinking that she had caught a chill ripped off his suit jacket and draped it over her shoulders..He had already reviewed twenty-four

thousand names, finding no Bartholomew, putting red checks beside entries with the initial B instead of a first name. A slip of yellow paper marked his place..Fresh from

sedative-assisted sleep, which hadn't ended until they were in the taxi between the hospital and the hotel, Angel had proved as fully resilient as only children could be when

they still retained their innocence. She didn't understand how seriously Wally had been hurt, of course, but if the attack by Cain had terrorized her while she'd watched it

from beneath her mother's bed, she didn't seem in danger of being permanently traumatized..Beyond the window, behind veils of rain and fog, the metropolis appeared to

be more enigmatic than Stonehenge, as unknowable as any city in our dreams..Surprising himself more than anyone, Edom also presented his collection to the university.

Out with tornadoes, hurricanes, tidal waves, earthquakes, and volcanoes; bring in the roses. He lightly renovated his small apartment, painted it in brighter colors, and

throughout the autumn, he stocked his bookshelves with volumes on horticulture, excitedly planning a substantial expansion of the rosarium come spring..Her brothers'

solemnity irritated Agnes. They appeared to be taking this reading seriously, as though it were far more than just a little after-dinner entertainment..To buy as much time as

possible while Enoch Cain's assault was still fresh in Celestina's mind, Tom proposed that they remain hidden away for another two weeks, unless the killer was

apprehended sooner. "Then if you go to Wally's house from here, you'll want to install the best alarm system you can get, and you should lead a restricted life for quite a

while, even hire security if you can afford it. The smartest thing would be to move out of San Francisco as soon as Wally's recovered. He retired young, right? And a painter

can paint anywhere. Sell the properties here, start over somewhere else, and make the move in such a way that you can't be easily traced. I can help you work that

out.".The verdant hills to the east lay like slumbering giants under blankets of winter grass, bright in the morning sun. But when the shadows of clouds sailed off the sea and

gathered inland, the slopes darkened to a blackish green, as somber as shrouds, and a landscape that had appeared to be sleeping forms now looked dead and

cold..Likewise, she wasn't prepared to deal with a monster like the father, if one day he came for Angel. And he would come. She knew. In these events as in all things,

Celestina White glimpsed a pattern, complex and mysterious, and to the eye of an artist, the symmetry of the design required that one day the father would come. She

wasn't prepared to deal with the creep now, but by the time that he arrived, she would be ready for him..Looking from one to another of his companions, Tom said, "When I

think of everything that had to happen to bring us here tonight, the tragedies as well as the happy turns of fortune, when I think of the many ways things might have been,

with all of us scattered and some of us never having met, I know we belong here, for we've arrived against all odds." His gaze traveled back to Agnes, and he gave her the

answer that he knew she hoped to hear. "This boy and this girl were born to meet, for reasons only time will reveal, and all of us ... we're the instruments of some strange

destiny.".After examining Phimie, who was nauseous, Daines prescribed an anticonvulsant, an antiemetic, and a sedative, all intravenously..Turning his attention to Barty,

Obadiah broke into a smile, revealing a gold upper tooth. "Something here is sweeter than that lovely pie. What's the child's name?".The silence on the line was not merely

that of a caller holding her tongue. It was abyssal and perfect, as no silence on a telephone ever can be, without the faintest hiss or crackle of static, no hint of breathing

or."Acute nervous emesis," Junior croaked. "I've never thought of myself as a nervous person."."Your forgiveness won't make any of it right," he said, "nothing could, but it

might start to give me a little peace.".Golden lamplight gilded the front windows downstairs. He would sit with Victoria on the living-room sofa, sipping wine as they got to

know each other. She might tell him to call her Vicky, and maybe he'd ask her to call him Eenie, the affectionate name Naomi had given him when he wouldn't tolerate

Enoch. Soon, they would be necking like two crazy kids. Junior would disrobe her on the sofa, caressing her smooth pliant body, her skin buttery in the lamplight, and then

he would carry her, naked, to the dark bedroom upstairs..This room didn't face the street by which Cain would approach the building, so Vanadium switched on the lights.

He spent fifteen minutes examining the mundane contents of the cupboards, searching for nothing in particular, merely getting an idea of how the suspect lived-and,

admittedly, hoping for an item as helpful to a conviction as a severed head in the refrigerator or at least a plastic-wrapped kilo of marijuana in the freezer.."Two weeks to go.

I'm not going to miss that. I've cleared all appointments off my calendar.".Maria's mother, visiting from Mexico, was babysitting, so Maria came without her children, as a
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guest, joining Agnes and the laugh-a-minute Isaacson twins, chroniclers of destruction. They ate in the dining room, rather than at the kitchen dinette, with a lace-trimmed

tablecloth, the good china, crystal wineglasses, and fresh flowers.."Tom, Wally, I'm sorry for the brusque introductions," Agnes Lampion apologized. "We'll have plenty of

getting-to-know-each other time over dinner. But the people in this room have been waiting an entire week to hear from you, Tom. We can't wait a moment longer.".The

roses filling the countersunk vases in the comers of Joey's gravestone were not Edom-grown, but they were Edom-bought. He had visited the florist himself, personally

selecting each bloom from the inventory in the cooler; but he didn't have the courage to accompany Agnes and Barty to the grave..He swore that he would throw away all

memory of this incident, as well. In Caesar Zedd's best-selling How to Deny the Power of the Past, the author offers a series of techniques for expunging forever all

recollection of those events that cause us psychological damage, pain, or even merely embarrassment. Junior went to bed with his precious copy of this book and a snifter

of cognac filled almost to the brim..After supper in a roadside diner, Paul returned to his room and studied a tattered map of the western United States, the latest of several

he'd worn out over the years. Depending on the weather and the steepness of the terrain, he might be able to reach Spruce Hills, Oregon, in ten days.."Not so

unbelievable," said Jacob. "Forty-five thousand people every year die in automobiles. Cars aren't transportation. They're death machines. Tens of thousands are disfigured,

maimed for life.".Junior's throat wasn't half as sore as it had been the previous afternoon, and to these men, his soft, coarse voice must have sounded not abraded, but raw

with emotion. "I don't care what's customary. I don't want anything. I don't blame anyone. These things happen. If you have a liability release with you, I'll sign it right

now.".He was, in fact, a first-rate driver, with an impeccable record at the age of thirty: no traffic citations, no accidents..Maybes were for babies, but Caesar Zedd had failed

to provide a profundity with which Junior could ward off the what-ifs as easily as the maybes..where everyone spoke  a single language and had all the blueberry pies they

needed..Prosser-fifty-six, a widower, an accountant-had a thirty-year-old daughter, Zelda, who was an attorney in San Francisco. Junior had driven to Terra Linda

previously, to research the accountant; he already knew Prosser had no connection to Seraphim's fateful child..And the irony of ironies: With her talent deepening to a

degree that she had never dared hope it would, with collectors responding to her vision to an extent she had never imagined possible, with her goals already exceeded, and

with great vistas of possibility opening before her, she would throw it all away with some regret but with no bitterness if required to choose between art and Angel, for the

child had proved to be the greater blessing. Phimie was gone, but Phimie's spirit fed and watered her sister's life, bringing forth a great abundance..Cops at the doorstep,

the lunatic bitch with the chair, the clergyman's curse-all this amounted to more than even a committed man could handle. Get out of the present, go for the future.."Stop it,

stop it! " Agnes, only ten years old, slender and shaking, but wild with righteousness, until now held in thrall by her own fear, by the memory of all the beatings that she

herself has taken. She screams at their father and strikes him with a book she's brought from the house. The Bible. She strikes their father with the Bible, from which he's

read to them every night of their lives. He drops the roses, tears the holy book out of Agnes's hands, and pitches it across the yard. He rakes up a handful of the scattered

roses, intending to make his son resume this dinner of sin, but here comes Agnes once more, the Bible recovered, brandishing it at him, and now she says what all of them

know to be true but what none of them has ever dared say, what even Agnes herself will never again dare to say after this day, not while the old man lives, but she dares to

say it now, holding the Bible toward him, so he can see the gold-embossed cross upon the imitation-leather cover. "Murderer," Agnes says. "Murderer " And Edom knows

that they're all as good as dead now, that their father will slaughter them right here, right this minute, in his rage. "Murderer," she says accusingly, behind the shield of the

Bible, and she doesn't mean that he is killing Edom, but that he killed their mother, that they heard him in the night, three years before, heard the short but awful struggle,

and know that what happened was no accident. Roses fall from his skinned and pierced hands, a flurry of petals yellow and petals red. He rises and takes a step toward

Agnes, his dripping fists crimson with his blood and with Edom's. Agnes doesn't back away, but thrusts the book toward him, and scintillant sunlight caresses the cross.

Instead of tearing the book out of her hands again, their father stalks away, into the house, surely to return with club or cleaver ... yet they will see no more of him this day.

Then Agnes-with tweezers for the thorns, with a basin full of warm water and a washcloth, with iodine and Neosporin and bandages-kneels beside him in the yard. Jacob,

too, comes forth from the dark crawlspace under the porch, having watched in terror from behind the latticework skirt. He is shaking, crying, flushed with embarrassment

because he didn't intervene, although he was wise to hide, for the disciplinary beating of one twin usually leads to the pointless beating of the other. Agnes gradually settles

Jacob by involving him in the treatment of his brother's wounds, and to Edom she says, often thereafter, "I love your roses, Edom. I love your roses. God loves your roses,

Edom." Overhead, agitated wings quiet to a soft flutter, and the shrieking crows grow silent. The air pools as still and heavy as the water in a hidden lagoon within a secret

glade, in the perfect garden of the unfallen.....During the past three years, he'd suffered much because of these sisters, including most recently the humiliation in the

Dumpster with the dead musician, Celestina's pencil-necked friend with a propensity for postmortem licking. The memory of that horror flared so vividly-every grotesque

detail condensed into one intense and devastating flash of recollection-that Junior's bladder suddenly felt swollen and full, although he had taken a long satisfying leak in an

alleyway across the street from the restaurant at which the postcard-painting poseur had enjoyed a leisurely dinner with Ichabod.."As she comes closer to full term," said

Dairies, "she's at great risk of preeclampsia developing into full eclampsia.".Junior took one of the boxed guns, a 9-mm semiautomatic. Months would probably pass before

she noticed the pistol missing from the back of her closet, and by then she wouldn't know who had taken it..Junior suspected that no one other than this man's mother called

him Tom. He was probably "Detective" to some and "Vanadium" to most who knew him..Paul was a dear man, different from Joey in appearance but so like him at heart.

She shocked him by insisting they go at once to his house, to his bedroom. Red-faced as no pulp hero ever had been, Paul stammered out that he wasn't expecting

intimacy of her so soon, and she assured him that he wasn't going to get it so soon, either..This wasn't a new sensation. He had experienced it before. In the night just

passed, when he awakened from an unremembered dream and saw the bright quarter dancing across Vanadium's knuckles..Although weak, he was no longer in danger of

spewing bile and blood like a harpooned whale. The siege had passed.."-and when I get up off the street, my clothes are a mess, and I've got this face.".One of the hardest

things that she had ever done was to leave him then, alone in his room, with the hateful something still quietly growing in his eye. She wanted to move the armchair close to

his bed and watch over him throughout the night..As if a door had briefly opened between this windless day and another world, a single gust rattled rain against the

windows..The January air was crisp, fragrant with evergreens and with the faint salty scent of the distant sea. A curiously yellow moon glowered like a malevolent eye,
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studying him from between ragged ravelings of dirty clouds..Celestina smiled distractedly. Since arriving at the hotel an hour ago, she had been openly debating with herself

whether to call her parents in Spruce Hills or to wait until later in the afternoon, when she might be able to report not just that she had a fianc?, and not only that she had a

fianc? who'd been shot and nearly killed, but also that his condition had been upgraded from critical to serious. As she'd explained to Tom, in addition to worrying them with

the news about Cain, she'd be stunning them with the announcement that she was going to marry a white man twice her age. "My folks don't have one ounce of prejudice

between them, but they sure do have firm ideas about what's appropriate and what's not." This would ring the big bell at the top of the White Family Scale of the

Inappropriate. Besides, they were preparing for the funeral of a parishioner, and from personal experience, Celestina knew their day would be full. Nevertheless, at ten

minutes past eleven, after picking at her breakfast, she finally decided to call them.."Not that trains are any better. Look at the Bakersfield crash back in '60. Santa Fe Chief,

out of San Francisco, smashed into an oil-tank truck. Seventeen people crushed, burned in a river of fire."."Sometimes these sympathetic vibrations are very apparent, but

alot of the time, they're so subtle that you can hear them only if you're unusually perceptive.".To achieve certain narrative effects, I've fiddled slightly with the floor plan and

the interior design of St. Mary's Hospital in San Francisco. In this story, the characters who work at St. Mary's are fictional and are not modeled after anyone on the staff of

that excellent institution, either past or present..Celestina almost begged off, almost told him that she had no interest in whatever curiosity of medicine or physiology he

might have witnessed. The only miracle that would have mattered, Phimie's survival, had not been granted..She wanted to tell him not to say these queer things, not to talk

this way, yet she couldn't speak those words. When Barty asked her why, as inevitably he would, she'd have to say she was worried that something might be terribly wrong

with him, but she couldn't express this fear to her boy, not ever. He was the lintel of her heart, the keystone of her soul, and if he failed because of her lack of confidence in

him, she herself would collapse into ruin..While they waited for the room-service waiter to arrive, Tom got from Paul a detailed report of Enoch Cain's attack on the

parsonage. He had heard most of it from friends in the state-police homicide division, which was assisting the Spruce Hills authorities. But Paul's account was more vivid.

The ferocity of the assault convinced Tom that whatever the killer's twisted motives might be, Celestina and her mother-and not least of all Angel-were in danger as long as

Cain roamed free. Perhaps as long as he lived..He had noted all seven names on the bassinets, but he read them again. He sensed in their names-or in one of their

names-the explanation for his seemingly mad perception of a looming threat..Nicholas Deed was not the knave. He had already brought all the ruin into their lives that he

was going to bring..She wanted so badly to believe, to see her son made whole again, and the funny thing was that she could believe, and without emotional risk, because it

was true..In the foyer, Hanna Rey and Nellie Oatis sat side by side on the stairs. Hanna, the housekeeper, was gray-haired and plump. Nellie, was Perri's daytime-

companion, could have passed for Hanna's sister..Because of her occasional bad dreams, Angel chose to sleep now and then in her mother's bed instead of in her own

room, and this was one of those nights..Yet in her heart, she wouldn't relinquish hope for a miracle. This was an amazing boy, a prodigy, a boy who could walk where the

rain wasn't, already himself a miracle, and it seemed that anything might happen, that Dr. Chan might suddenly rush into the waiting room, surgical mask dangling from his

neck, face aglow, with news of a spontaneous rejection of the cancer..Instead, he focused on the hand in the flashlight beam: four long, thin, chalk-white digits bent to the

heel; thumb thrust up stiffly, as though Neddy hoped to hitchhike out of the Dumpster, out of death, and back to his piano in the cocktail lounge on Nob Hill..She took a deep

breath. She lifted her head, straightened her shoulders, and went inside, where a new life waited for her.."Sulk away," the man said. "If you don't like this work, there's

always the roaster.".Moving out of the doorway, into the bedroom, he said, "What book would that be?".When he noticed a blonde staring at him from a nearby booth, he

smiled and winked at her. Although she was not attractive enough to meet his standards, there was no reason to be impolite..She didn't have experience with guns, but

having seen him trying to press cartridges into the magazine, she knew how to load. She inserted one round. Then a second. Enough..a time, from the carafe on the

nightstand. She spooned the ice into Junior's mouth not with the businesslike.He had the capacity to be exceptional at anything to which he applied himself. Bob Chicane

had been right about that: Junior was far more intense than other men, possessed of greater gifts and the energy to use them.
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