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material to perform. FOR AMERICANS OF Chinese descent-and San Francisco has a large Chinese population-1965 was the Year of the Snake. For Junior Cain, it was

the Year of the Gun, though it didn't start out that way..Waking from a bad dream, he sometimes thought he heard the ratcheting of gear-wheel feet. The scrape and creak

of rusted iron joints. The clink of rake-tine fingers rattling against one another.."That's enough?" "Silly man." "Cain looks like a movie star." "Does he have nice teeth?" she

asked. "They're good. Not perfect." "So kiss me, Mr. Perfect.".He hesitated, because until the limited explanations he'd made to Celestina in San Francisco, he had never

discussed his special perception with anyone except two priest counselors in the seminary. At first he felt uneasy, talking of these matters to strangers-as if he were making

a confession to laity who held no authority to provide absolution but as he spoke to this hushed and intense gathering, his doubts fell away, and revelation seemed as

natural as talk of the weather..Sitting in the client's chair, across the cigarette-scarred desk from Nolly, Junior heard or imagined that he heard the scurry of tiny rodent  feet

behind him, and something chewing on paper inside a pair of rust spotted filing cabinets. Repeatedly, he wiped at the back of his neck or reached down to rub a hand over

his ankles, convinced that insects were crawling on him..Of course, there was no possibility whatsoever of 'drawing four identical jacks from combined decks that had been

exquisitely manipulated and meticulously arranged by a master mechanic-unless the effect of the jacks was intended, which in this case it was not. The odds couldn't be

calculated because it could never happen. No element of chance was involved here. The cards in that stack should have been as predictably ordered-to Jacob-as were the

numbered pages in a book..As a recreational site, Quarry Lake could be judged only a partial success. During the mining operation, trees were cleared well back from the

edge of the dig, so that much of the shore would be unshaded on a hot summer day. And along half the strand, signs were posted warning Ungraded Shore: Immediate

Deep Water. In places, where lake met land, the bottom lay over a hundred feet below..On the High Marsh.You ever hear it, Enoch? I'm that someone for you, of course, in

a romantic sense."."Search me. But I didn't tell him different. The less he knows, the better. I can't figure his motivation, but if you were tracking this guy by his spoor, you'd

want to look for the imprint of cloven hooves.".The reverend said, "I'm sure you underestimate my parishioners, Celestina. They won't be scandalized. They'll open their

hearts.".Happy weekend. His attitude amazed her, and his strength in the face of darkness gave her courage..By the first of November, they moved his mother's bed into

the living room, so she could be in the center of things, where always she had been, though they admitted no guests now, only members of their family with its many

names..She switched on the windshield wipers. Repeatedly, in the, arc of cleared glass, the graveyard was revealed in sharp detail, and yet the place remained less than

fully familiar to her. Her whole world had been changed by Barty's dry walk in wet weather..So they had cooked up this project, math and mayhem, geometry of limbs and

branches, arboreal science and childish stunt, a test of strategy and strength and skill-and of the scary limits of nine-year-old bravado..When she went upstairs at 2:10 in the

morning, she found the boy fast asleep in the soft lamplight, Tunnel in the Sky at his side..Admittedly, she had allowed herself to be disturbed by the fall of the cards, too.

According them any credibility at all opened the door to full belief..Just as Celestina snapped shut the latches on the suitcase and turned to the door, a nurse's aide entered,

pushing a cart loaded with towels and bed linens..So the practice of their lore and the teaching of it had become perilous. Those who undertook it were often those already

outcast, crippled, deranged, without family, old-women and men who had little to lose. The wise man and wise woman, trusted and held in reverence, gave way to the stock

figures of the shuffling, impotent village sorcerer with his trickeries, the hag-witch with her potions used in aid of lust, jealousy, and malice. And a child's gift for magic

became a thing to dread and hide..In the closet, a limited wardrobe did not fully occupy available rod space. On the floor, shoes were neatly arranged toe-to-heel..Junior's

attorney-Simon Magusson--insisted upon full disclosure of maintenance records and advisories relating to the fire tower and to other forest-service structures for which the

state and the county had sole or joint custodial responsibility. If a wrongful--death suit was filed, this information would have to be divulged anyway during normal disclosure

procedures prior to trial, and since maintenance logs and advisories were of public record, Hisscus and Knacker and Nork agreed to provide what was

requested..Frustrated on many levels, Junior hurried to a parking lot one block from the detective's office, where he'd left his new Chevrolet Impala convertible. This

Chinese-red machine was even more beautiful when wet with rain than it had looked polished and pristine on the showroom floor..The bullet had been fired by a renegade

cop who was every bit as lousy a marksman as he was a corrupt scumball. He'd been aiming for Nolly's crotch..In the Suburban with Wally and Grace, as they waited to hit

the trail, Celestina said, "He took her to a movie again, Tuesday night.".At best, Vanadium might decide Junior had come here to learn what other funeral his nemesis had

attended-which was, in fact, the true motivation. But this made it clear that Junior feared him and was striving to stay one step ahead of him. Innocent men didn't go to such

length. As far as the fruitcake cop was concerned, Junior might as well have painted I killed Naomi on his forehead..The most shameful thing Junior found was the "art" on

the walls. Tasteless, sentimentalized realism. Bright landscapes. Still lifes of fruit and flowers. Even an idealized group portrait of Prosser, his late wife, and Zelda. Not one

painting spoke to the bleakness and terror of the human condition: mere decoration, not art..She wanted so badly to believe, to see her son made whole again, and the

funny thing was that she could believe, and without emotional risk, because it was true..Yet the coin was as real as dead Naomi broken on the stony ridge at the foot of the

fire tower..Unbuttoning her blouse, Celestina said, "Traditionally, puppies don't have a role in weddings."."Who else? I think there's romance in the air. The cow-eyed way

he looks at her, she could knock his knees out from under him just by giving him a wink.".Even though he now knew what a hateful person the nurse was, he remained
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strongly attracted to her. He was not the kind of man, however, who would take advantage of an unconscious woman..Junior kept both forged driver's licenses in his wallet,

in addition to the one that featured his real name. He stowed everything else in Pinchbeck's and Gammoner's safe-deposit boxes, along with the emergency cash..Junior

had thought most other policemen must consider Vanadium to be a loose cannon, a rogue, an outcast. Perhaps the opposite was true-and if it was, if Vanadium was highly

regarded among his peers, he was immeasurably more dangerous than Junior had realized..In spite of major earthquakes pending, explosions of dynamite hauling trucks

on the highway, tornadoes somewhere churning, the grim likelihood of a great dam bursting along the route, freak ice storms stored up in the unpredictable heavens,

crashing planes and runaway trains converging on the coastal highway, and the possibility of a sudden violent shift in the earth's axis that would wipe out human civilization,

they risked crossing the boundaries of Bright Beach and traveled north into the great unknown of territories strange and perilous..When Junior walked the cracked-linoleum

corridor and descended the six flights of stairs to the street, he discovered that a thin drizzle was falling. The afternoon grew darker even as he turned his face to the sky,

and the cold, dripping city, which swaddled Bartholomew somewhere in its concrete folds, appeared not to be a beacon of culture and sophistication anymore, but a

forbidding and dangerous empire, as it had never seemed to him before.."I suspect," Tom said, "that any job you set your mind to, you'd be as good as you are at

teeth.".This is, of course, the purpose of art: to disturb you, to leave you uneasy with yourself and wary of the world, to undermine your sense of reality in order to make you

reconsider all that you think you know. The finest art should shatter you emotionally, devastate you intellectually, leave you physically ill, and fill you with loathing for those

cultural traditions that bind us and weigh us down and drown us in a sea of conformity. Junior had learned this much, already, from his art appreciation course..This humble

house wasn't where you expected to hear an elaborate custom doorbell-or even any doorbell at all, since knuckles on wood were the cheapest announcement of a

visitor..Flush with the promise of their engagement, still excited by the success at the gallery, with Angel exuberant in spite of the hour and Oreo energized, he was amazed

that they had made the transfer of the little red whirlwind from house to Buick to house with nothing else forgotten other than one purse. Celie called it ballet, but Wally

thought that it was merely momentary order in chaos, the challenging-joyous-frustrating-delightful-exhilarating chaos of a life full of hope and love and children, which he

wouldn't have traded for calm or kingdoms..After the latest concerned nurse departed, Sheena leaned close. She cruelly pinched Junior's cheek between thumb and

forefinger, as if she' might tear off a gobbet of flesh and pop it into her mouth..At the end of his fourth month, instead of in his seventh, he said "Mama," and clearly knew

what it meant. He repeated it when he wanted to get her attention.
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