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quickly to thy queen's side.".THE CHIRONIANS' HANDLING of the Padawski incident and the absence of any organized reaction among them to the initial Terran hysteria

led to a widespread inclination among the Terrans privately to absolve the Chironians of blame over the bombings, but the Terrans avoided thinking about the obvious

question which that implied. The aftertaste of guilt and not a little shame left in many mouths alienated the Terran extremists from the majority, and relations with the

Chironians quickly returned to normal. Nevertheless, the wheels that had been set in motion by the affair continued to turn regardless, and five days later the Territory of

Phoenix was declared to exist..The blood was worse. There were never oceans of it; but a little blood can appear to be a lot before.glances up at the boy and mewls

entreatingly..in the memory of her love, her toughness, her steely resolution. His wretched sobbing subsides..words that penetrate his screaming..irony in that.".logical

assumption is that all this talk of the killer stepfather is just a vivid imagination at work, merely an.As far as Borftein could see, with himself and the Army behind him, Kalens

had all the authority he needed-provided, of course, that he won the upcoming election. But after talking to Sterm about it, Kalens had accepted that an attempt to impose

authority over Chiron overtly would risk alienating the Mission's population. A more subtle approach was called for. "Ultimately, human instincts cling to the known and the

familiar," Kalens lectured Borftein later. "A visible commitment to lawfulness as a alternative to the lawlessness of this planet is the way to maintain cohesiveness. We can't

afford to jeopardize that." So Borftein had -agreed to try playing the game their way, which hinged upon provisions written into the laws to take account of the abnormal

circumstances of a twenty-year voyage through space..Setting the orange juice and the frankfurters on the floor, he whispers, "Good pup." He hopes that Old.With his

knees drawn up to his chest, the guy's trying to make himself as small as possible, to avoid.He remembered back to when he had been sixteen and gave a senator's son

nothing more than he'd had coming to him. A pair of sheriff's deputies had taught him a painful lesson in "respect" in a cell at the town jailhouse, and the Army had been

trying to teach him "respect" ever since. But that had been Earth-style respect. He was beginning to feel that perhaps he was learning the true meaning of the word for the

first time. True respect could only be earned; it couldn't be extorted. A real leader led by the willingness of his followers, in the way that the people at the fusion complex

followed Kath or Adam's children followed him, not by command. The Chironians could turn their backs on each other in the way that people like Howard Kalens would

never know, as Colman could on his platoon. These were his kind of people. It was uncanny, but he was starting to feel at home here--something he had never really felt

anywhere before in his life..just one furter from an unpleasant flowback. The sausages are cold but delicious. He would eat more if.reeling off the stool. He thinks for a

moment that they see through him, recognize him as the most-wanted.The capsule arrived, and Jay fell silent while he digested what Pernak had said. As they climbed

inside, Jay entered a code into the~ panel by the door to specify their destination in the Jersey module, and they sat down on an empty pair of facing seats as the capsule

began to move. After a short run up to speed, it entered a tube to exit from Maryland and passed through one of the spherical intermodule housings that supported the Ring

and contained the bearings and pivoting mechanisms for adjusting the module orientations to the ship's state of motion. For a brief period they were looking out through a

transparent outer shell at the immensity of the Spindle, seemingly supported by a web of structural booms and tie-bars three miles above their heads, with the vastness of

space extending away on either side, and then they entered the Kansas module where the scene outside changed to animal grazing enclosures, level upon level of

agricultural traits, fish farms, and hydroponics tanks..toilets strikes him as hilarious, and the combined flow demand causes plumbing to rattle in the walls..but doesn't

follow.."Stop this now," Borftein advised grimly. "How much of the Army do you think will follow you?".Not every delicacy is prepared by the two short-order cooks out front.

The kitchen staff is large and."Grumbling, but not too bad. Any news from inside?" "Nothing yet. It's about time you took a breather. I'll be out in a few minutes to take a spell

with Carson and Young. Tell Swyley and Driscoll to stand down with you. They've been out there the longest.".He decides to continue being Curtis Hammond. Thus far no

one has connected the name to the.Western medicine, which she despised. When she returned home, she would launch a campaign of.Leilani took the first bite from her

second serving of pie. She chewed longer than cooked apples."Sorry to hear that.".and therefore an object of contempt. Science is too potent.The SD sergeant half rose

from his seat. "Sir, I didn't- I thought-"."I know," Kath told him. "He's through to Otto 'and Chester as well via one of our relay satellites. It's a three" way hookup.".cowboy

boots..you!.From another tire, a second gator peels off, tumbling in coils after the first..five-dollar bill in his mouth.."We don't have cats." Leilani blinked. "Oh." She grinned.

"Good one." She hooked her right hand into an.door shut again, to hold back the avalanche before it gains unstoppable momentum..eighteen-wheeler under his

butt..CHAPTER THIRTY-SEVEN.Most Terrans had no doubts that the Chironians would take no notice whatsoever, but they couldn't see Kalens enforcing the threat. It had

to be a bluff-a final, desperate gamble by a clique who thought they could sleep forever, trying to hold together the last few fragments of a dream that was dissolving in the

light of the new dawn. "He should have learned about evolution," Jerry Pernak commented to Eve as they listened to the news over breakfast. "The mammals are here, and

he thinks he can legislate them back to dinosaurs.".an awkward job, but with determination, he succeeds. He slides one bolt into its hasp, then engages the.Even if he could

have identified them, they might no longer be innocent horsemen transporting ornate."I'm still with you.'.authorities. He shoves the currency into his pockets once
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more.."The Giant is not slain," the tall, muscular, steely-eyed hero declared to his loyal, wavy-haired aide as they stood in front of an Air Force VTOL on a peak of the San

Gabriel Hills above the Los Angeles ash-bowl. "It must sleep a while to mend its wounds now its task is done. But it will rise again, hardened and tempered from the

furnace. This will not have been for naught." The figures and the mountain shrank as the view widened to include the setting sun that would see another dawn, and the

music swelled to a rousing finale of brass and drums backed by what sounded like a celestial choir..Surely one of the men will make at least a halfhearted attempt to search

for the five bucks.
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