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among the compromises has already become ready. When it was night, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of the [promised] story. "Hearkening

and obedience," replied Er Rehwan, "Know, O august king, that.So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and

gave not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day

was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he

accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat]

and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what

he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go

forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he

might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him

and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and

he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after

he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my

complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head,

whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound

of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed,

'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but

the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising

his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.So she did this and fair fortune

aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she

repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer

to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him,

'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier

despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the

king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who

slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs

must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she

hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take

her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the

sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but

praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his

dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.Then said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my

country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where the people received him with the utmost honour and sent

to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set

out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles

and was slain. The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's

death..117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we

do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a

sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the

kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou

them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his

due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew Of faith,

your favours grudged and aught of grace denied..? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head

upon my bowl..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my

cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.When the king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of

putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown.

Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.Asleep and Awake, i. 5..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I see her at

the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him;

so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not,

buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here

but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The
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boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the

sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..? ? ?

? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the

market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and

indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and

pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get

thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his

lodging and waited till the morrow..101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.So she hastened to admit the eunuch, who entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he

saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all

that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the

speech?' replied the eunuch. 'Tuhfeh sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes;

but he credited not the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered the eunuch, 'I know

not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will enfranchise thee and give thee a thousand dinars;

but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in himself, 'O Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left

the Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing and lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who

is asleep.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he

bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the

ensuing day..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber

and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door

at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and

what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon

the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he

said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the

Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein

were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as

he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell

the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..85. Jaafer the Barmecide

and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl
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