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and.with warm oils and massage, herbs and chants. They talked to him and listened when he talked..Small islands and villages are generally governed by a more or less
democratic council or Parley, headed, or represented in dealings with other groups, by an elected Isleman or Islewoman, In the Reaches there is often no government other
than the Isle Parley and the Town Parleys. In the Inner Lands, a governing caste was established early, and most of the great islands and cities are ruled at least nominally
by hereditary lords and ladies, while the Archipelago entire was governed for centuries by kings. Towns and cities are, however, frequently almost entirely self-governed by
their Parley and merchant and trade guilds.."Can't be done,".something not right in her smile. From the exit I said:.But Havnor is also the Great Isle, a broad, rich land; and
in the villages inland from the port,.was Irioth. Maybe in time he would be another man. No; that was wrong; he must be this man. This.other, only me, what would I want a
name for?"."Just enough to keep going on, eh?".clamour and racket of barking that woke everybody for a half-mile round except the Master, sodden.something? I was
numb from the strain of trying not to do anything wrong. This, for four days."A hundred and twenty-seven. What about it?".had said it last night to a heifer or a woman. He
knew his true name but it was no good here,.room with the spellbonds upon him he could hardly swallow the food. It tasted of metal, of ash.."Written on?" said Crow, who
had been sitting on the well coping, bored. "Marks on it?".She was getting used to his strange face now and was able to read it. She thought that he looked.he said, stuck
Tern's nose into a book till he could read it. "Illiterate wizards are the curse of."There was a girl," he said..To which Silence of course had said nothing, letting him hear what
he had said and feel its.The Bones.in Hardic: "A woman on Gont." But when I came back to my own wits, I could not tell them what that.which went in various directions,
passed one another, lifted, and seemed to merge by tricks of.This is a tale of those times. Some of it is taken from the Book of the Dark, and some comes from.Veil, with
her gentle voice and smile, was implacable. She told Medra that though she had consented to his remaining on Roke, it was to keep watch on him. "You broke through our
defenses once," she said. "All that you say of yourself may be true, and may not. What can you tell me that would make me trust you?".Rose was very dark-skinned, with a
cloud of crinkled hair, a thin mouth, an intent, serious face. Her feet and legs and hands were bare and dirty, her skirt and jacket disreputable. Her dirty toes and fingers
were delicate and elegant, and a necklace of amethysts gleamed under the torn, buttonless jacket. Her mother, Tangle, made a good living by curing and healing,
bone-knitting and birth-easing, and selling spells of finding, love-potions, and sleeping-drafts. She could afford to dress herself and her daughter in new clothes, buy shoes,
and keep clean, but it didn't occur to her to do so. Nor was housekeeping one of her interests. She and Rose lived mostly on boiled chicken and fried eggs, as she was
often paid in poultry. The yard of their two-room house was a wilderness of cats and hens. She liked cats, toads, and jewels. The amethyst necklace had been payment for
the safe delivery of a son to Golden's head forester. Tangle herself wore armfuls of bracelets and bangles that flashed and crashed when she flicked out an impatient spell.
At times she wore a kitten on her shoulder. She was not an attentive mother. Rose had demanded, at seven years old, "Why did you have me if you didn't want
me?".become himself. A magic greater than his own prevailed here..The Hearst Corporation."I'll stay if you want, Elehal."."They may be friends. Did I say it was an easy
life?" A pause. Hemlock looked directly at Diamond..not there. A bumblebee buzzed heavily through the air where he had been..household, told the Master that it was time
his daughter had her naming day. They asked should.He stood there a long time before he went down through the high grasses and the sparkweed. At the foot of the hill he
came into a lane. It led him through farmlands that looked well kept, though very lonesome. He looked for a lane or path leading to the town, but there never was one that
went eastward. Not a soul was in the fields, some of which were newly ploughed. No dog barked as he went by. Only at a crossroads an old donkey grazing a stony pasture
came over to the wooden fence and leaned its head out, craving company. Medra stopped to stroke the grey-brown, bony face. A city man and a saltwater man, he knew
little of farms and their animals, but he thought the donkey looked at him kindly..find the center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to
himself,.vaster clarity. Sky and earth were all one grey, but before them and above them, very high, over a.I beg your pardon.".never lasted. He teased her about it. Finding
her strewing pennyroyal and miller's-bane in the.the park I had ridden up, yet back there, in the plaza with the dancing colors and where the streets.danger, we met to
choose a new Warden of Roke, an Archmage to guide us. And in our council we set.her thin hand, the green nails dug into my heavy sweater. I had to smile at the thought
of where.sacred springs and pools in the gardens of the Lords of Way-into a flood that swept the invaders.could do..stockings on his battered feet and limped into the
kitchen. Emer stood at the big sink, straining.out of a shadow, disappeared behind one of the machines -- I did not see him open any door, he.their listening silence, and
rested there for days, and came back to him changed..during its first decades; but since during the Dark Time women, witchery, and the Old Powers had.School. Knowing
that the townswomen are spell-bound from so much as setting foot on the fields.the topmost room. Gelluk said to the single slave crouching at the rim of the shaft, "Show
me the.The wind had come up again. They were both shivering, their teeth chattering. They stood face
to.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (40 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM]."I gave it up, Darkrose. I had
to either do it and nothing else, or not do it. You have to have a single heart."."I'm a finder," he said. "And a seeker.".A flicker of complacency showed in Otters tired,
battered young face. "No," he said. "I don't.knowing how, I found myself inside -- we were moving. The carriage tore along, the people.and dark eyes under dark brows,
eyes that held his, held him, brought the truth out of his mouth.."You won't find out. It's all lies, shams. Old men playing games with words. I wouldn't play their.up on quick,
laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then, possessed by flight, he flew on over a.Mostly the pupil was supposed to be with the Master, or studying the lists of names in the
room where the lorebooks and wordbooks were, or asleep. Hemlock was a stickler for early abed and early afoot. But now and then Diamond had an hour or two free. He
always went down to the docks and sat on a pierside or a waterstair and thought about Darkrose. As soon as he was out of the house and away from Master Hemlock, he
began to think about Darkrose, and went on thinking about her and very little else. It surprised him a little. He thought he ought to be homesick, to think about his mother.
He did think about his mother quite often, and often was homesick, lying on his cot in his bare and narrow little room after a scanty supper of cold pea-porridge -- for this
wizard, at least, did not live in such luxury as Golden had imagined. Diamond never thought about Darkrose, nights. He thought of his mother, or of sunny rooms and hot
food, or a tune would come into his head and he would practice it mentally on the harp in his mind, and so drift off to sleep. Darkrose would come to his mind only when he
was down at the docks, staring out at the water of the harbor, the piers, the fishing boats, only when he was outdoors and away from Hemlock and his house..Irian had
waited some hours in the Doorkeeper's chamber, a low, light, bare room with a small-paned window looking out on the kitchen-gardens of the Great House - handsome,
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well-kept gardens, long rows and beds of vegetables, greens, and herbs, with berry canes and fruit trees beyond. She saw a burly, dark-skinned man and two boys come
out and weed one of the vegetable plots. It eased her mind to watch their careful work. She wished she could help them at it. The waiting and the strangeness were very
difficult. Once the Doorkeeper came in, bringing her a plate with cold meat and bread and scallions, and she ate because he told her to eat, but chewing and swallowing
were hard work. The gardeners went away and there was nothing to watch out the window but the cabbages growing and the sparrows hopping, and now and then a hawk
far up in the sky, and the wind moving softly in the tops of tall trees, on beyond the gardens..One day in autumn he came back to the school. He went in by the garden door,
which gives on the path through the fields to Roke Knoll. It is a curious thing about the Great House of Roke, that it has no portal or grand entryway at all. You can enter by
what they call the back door, which, though it is made of horn and framed in dragons tooth and carved with the Thousand-Leaved Tree, looks like nothing at all from
outside, as you come to it in a dingy street; or you can go in the garden door, plain oak with an iron bolt. But there is no front door..HE SPENT THE NIGHT in their old place
in the sallows. Maybe he hoped she would come, but she did.angry with him. He feared to insult, to offend her. What did she fear? His desire? Her own?- But."Have to wash
my feet every time I come in," he grumbled. He walked in gingerly. The wood was so.The fashion of the time among the nobility was to have a wizard in their service, a
genuine wizard with a staff and a grey cloak, trained on the Isle of the Wise, and so the Master of Iria of Westpool got himself a wizard from Roke. He was surprised how
easy it was to get one, if you paid the price..wizards who worked for such men as Losen, letting fear or greed pervert magic to evil ends.."How clever you are," he said.
"Have you found better ore than that patch you found first? Worth the digging and the roasting?".internal quarrels, but the disintegration of the society of the Archipelago
worsened as the years."It's dangerous," Crow said, "it's pointless," but he made no further objection. The modest, naive.would bring back slaves as cargo. It galled him to
think of the good ship in that vicious usage..Heleth's mattress and blanket in the sun to air. "I'll stay here a while," he thought. "It's a.a load of spars down to South Port, was
a note for Diamond. It said, "True art requires a single
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