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a steep staircase to facilitate fore-and-aft movement, and climbed through into the side-exiting lock chamber with Colman and Hanlon behind him while Red and Blue
sections formed up in the aisles immediately to the rear. In the lock chamber the inner hatch was already open, and the Dispatching Officer from the shuttle's crew was
carrying out a final instrumentation check prior to opening the outer hatch. As they waited for him to finish and for the rest of the delegation to move forward in the cabin
behind, Colman stared at the hatch ahead of him and thought about the ship lying just on the other side of it that had left Earth before he was born and was now here,
waiting for them after crossing the same four light-years of space that had accounted for a full half of his life. After the years of speculations, all the questions about the
Chironians were now within minutes of being answered. The descent from the Mayflower II had raised Colman's curiosity to a high pitch because of what he had seen on
the screen. For despite all the jokes and the popular wisdom, one thing he was certain of was that the engineering and structural modifications that he had observed on the
outside of the Kuan-yin had not been made by irresponsible, overgrown adolescents..Chang laughed. "It's okay. We won't be going very high, and it'll be more walking than
anything else. There won't be anything more risky than maybe a few daskrends showing up."."They do. How could it be up to anyone else?".Slessor recognized Bernard as
one of Merrick's former officers. "Why?" he asked, looking puzzled. "What are you doing there . , . Fallows, isn't it?".He thought of the face of Celia Kalens, who had
vanished presumably to safety, and then come all the way back to the heart of the Government Center; she'd risked everything for the truth to be known. Then he gazed out
again at the sergeant, the corporal, and the figures standing behind them in a silent plea for reason. They were risking everything too, so that what Celia and the others had
done would not have been in vain. Whatever Lesley stood to lose, it couldn't be more than those people had already put on the line..revelation of a sense of worthlessness
that the girl would deny but that from personal experience Micky."Everyone I talked to about a job.".fine hulking shoulders, a neck made to burst restraining collars, and the
proud chins of a fattened bull..If the Bureau knows what those two cowboys are up to, and if it understands how many others are.Huddled in the hostile night, he hears
himself making miserable sounds. His mother always told him that.however, were the bashing of the side window, Noah's eruption from the Chevy, and the gleeful
capering.Logically, a receiving room should open to the outdoors, to a loading dock or to a parking lot, and."Dear God," Micky whispered, "what am I going to do?".Bernard
looked at him uncertainly. "I'm not with you, Jerry. Why should it escalate to anything like that? The Chironians don't have anything in that league anyway.".by ETs?it was
supposed to happen before we were ten. Each of us would be made whole, he promised.wasn't hiding the booze from Geneva; her aunt knew that she enjoyed a drink
before bed? and that she.levitation beams that suck you right out of your shoes and up into the mother ship, little gray men with big.windshield imploded.."She gets
eighty-six thousand a year," Noah said..And then the three Special Duty troopers leaving the Bowery stopped to see what was going on, giving Padawski the excuse that he
needed. "Let's get out of here," he said. The trio swaggered toward the door and Hanlon moved in, then stepped aside. Padawski stopped in the doorway and half turned to
throw a malevolent look back at Colman. "Some other time. Next time you won't be so lucky." They left. Outside, the three SD troopers turned away and moved slowly
off..CHAPTER FIFTEEN.once more. He dare not call undue attention to himself, not with so many murderous hunters looking for.Another zoom shot revealed that the man
delivered by the Jaguar was Congressman Jonathan Sharmer.."The competition is pretty stiff," Leilani acknowledged.."Ye-es," Bernard said slowly, nodding to himself.
"He'd know the situation, and he'd probably know a safe way through the border even if some trouble breaks out." He began nodding more strongly. "And we certainly know
we can trust him.".Colman nodded. "Sure. They're selected and trained to obey orders and not ask questions. Some of them would shoot their own mothers if the right
person said so. And Stormbel was in on it. It fits." He thought for a second longer, and then looked at Lechat and Bernard. "There were a lot of suspicious things about
Padawski breaking out too. It couldn't have happened the way it did without inside help. A lot of us have been thinking it was a setup to bait the Chironians into hitting
back."."Clear to exit," the Dispatching Officer informed Sirocco. "Lock clear for exit," Sirocco called to the cabin below. '~Carry on, Guard Commander," Colonel Wesserman
replied from the depths.."Not all, I guess," Colman replied with a grin. He turned to Adam and then Kath. "You, er--you don't seem to have any religion here at all, at least,
not that I've seen. Is that right?" Having grown up to accept it around him as a part of life, he hadn't been able to help noticing..Jean bit her lip, hesitated for a moment, and
then placed her hand comfortingly on Celia's shoulder. "You mustn't think like that," she urged. "You're trying to take all the guilt upon yourself and-"."True," Hermann, the
young man in the white labcoat, agreed. "But on top of that, parts of this place are used as a school to give the kids early off-planet experience. The lady who runs that side
of it isn't here right now, but she'll be free later.".and Sinsemilla waltzing with the moon was less like a mere refreshing breeze than like sudden immersion.nervous settlers
wending westward when the interstate had been de-lined not by pavement and signposts.Bernard relaxed back in his chair and met Merrick's outraged countenance with a
calm stare. "Nobody's going to shut that complex down, and you know it," he said. "Save the propaganda. I've helped get the ship here safely, and there are plenty of
juniors who deserve a step up. I've done my job. I'm quitting.".hope.."But you saw where the paths led.".a high cliff of emotion so steep that it scared her, and a sea of
long-forbidden sentiments breaking below..saturated with toxins.."No, of course not," Fallows said, not very happily.'."You've got your father's name," Geneva said hopefully.
"If he could be found . . ."
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